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STAFF 

JOINTLY  WITH  MIDLOTHIAN  COUNTY  COUNCIL  AND  SMALL 

BURGH  AUTHORITIES. 

Medical  Oflicer  of  Health  : 

John  Riddell,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 


JOINTLY  WITH  MIDLOTHIAN  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 

Depute  Medical  Oflicer  of  Health  : 

Harold  J.  Fraser,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers  : 

J.  Wallace  Gordon,  L.R.C.P.  & L.R.C.S.  (Edin.),  D.P.H.,  L.D.S. 
Charlotte  E.  Forsyth,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
t P.  W.  R.  Petrie,  O.B.E.,  M.B.,Ch.B.,  D.T.M.  & H.,  D.P.H. 
Senior  Dental  Officer  : Nursing  Superintendent  : 

Robert  P.  Neilson,  L.D.S.  Miss  P.  Bennett. 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 
f Miss  F.  McD.  Goodlad. 

Milk  Officer  : Administrative  Assistant  : 

Miss  H.  B.  Sword.  Robert  Fulton. 


Miss  J.  Paterson. 
Miss  J.  Borthwick. 
f Miss  M.  Kelly. 
Miss  A.  N.  Whyte. 


Clerks  : 

t P.  Chisholm. 
Miss  D.  Smail. 
Miss  M.  Brien. 
* Miss  D.  Eaton. 


PEEBLES  COUNTY. 

County  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

Jas.  M.  M.  Ferguson. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

William  A.  Dunlop. 

Meat  Inspectors  (Part  time)  : 

f P.  J.  Wilson,  M.R.C.V.S.  W.  W.  Peggie,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  A.  Doull. 

Health  Visitor — District  Nurse  Midwives  : 

Miss  M.  S.  Ramage.  Miss  C.  Forbes. 

Miss  A.  V.  Steele.  Miss  K.  Matthew. 

District  Nurse  Midwives  : 

Miss  J.  C.  Summerfield.  Miss  M.  F.  Sneddon. 

PEEBLES  BURGH. 

Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

E.  S.  Duncan. 

INNERLEITHEN  BURGH. 

Burgh  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

William  F.  Thomson. 


* Resigned  during  year. 
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f Appointed  during  year. 


PREFACE 

Speaking  generally,  the  Health  Services  during  the  year  1950 
continued  in  a fluid  state.  As  was  inevitable  with  the  administrative 
upheaval  inherent  in  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  the 
settling  out  process  cannot  be  a short  one;  and  indeed,  if  the  best 
results  are  to  be  obtained,  should  not  be  a short  one.  Adjustments 
have  been  required  and  have  been  made  with  goodwill  on  everyone’s 
part. 

Despite  this,  it  has  to  be  realised  that  the  Act,  as  a proper  measure 
to  ensure  good  health,  has  its  shortcomings,  and  no  amount  of  mutual 
adjustment  can  overcome  serious  basic  faults.  These  stem  invariably 
from  the  tri-partite  division  of  the  service. 

The  Local  Health  Authorities  are  now  concentrating  their  attention 
to  a greater  extent  on  the  preventive  services  and  there  is  room  for 
much  expansion  of  these.  Unfortunately  it  would  appear  that  the 
need  for  this  extension  is  not  adequately  appreciated  in  practice, 
though  it  is  in  verbal  and  written  exhortation,  by  the  Central  Depart- 
ments. If  the  preventive  service,  surely  the  most  important  of  all,  is 
to  succeed,  it  must  not  be  starved  for  lack  of  that  financial  support 
which  is  so  readily  available  to  the  curative  branches.  Increased 
expenditure  here,  quite  apart  from  the  health  benefits  gained,  means 
a far  greater  financial  saving  eventually,  as  has  been  well  exemplified 
for  example  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  prophylaxis  which  has  saved  the 
Nation  hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds  in  hospital  treatment. 

In  pressing  on  with  preventive  work,  Peeblesshire  County  Council 
has  taken  a noteworthy  lead,  and  has  been  ably  assisted  by  the 
General  Practitioners  and  fully  supported  by  the  good  sense  of  the 
General  Public.  It  may  be  said  without  fear  of  contradiction  that  no 
other  Authority  has  a higher  percentage  of  children  vaccinated 
against  smallpox  (approximately  90  per  cent.)  or  protected  against 
diphtheria.  (For  the  latter,  Peeblesshire  figure  is  93  per  cent, 
whereas  for  Scotland  it  is  64  per  cent,  for  pre-school  children  and  has 
fallen  from  75  per  cent,  in  1946  to  62  per  cent,  in  1950  for  school 
children).  By  the  end  of  1950  a beginning  had  been  made  with  further 
measures  to  eliminate  the  spread  of  tuberculosis.  The  future  in  this 
respect,  provided  the  matter  is  regarded  as  a major  task,  is  hopeful. 

Another  field  of  preventive  work  which  is  expanding,  though 
slowly,  is  the  dental  treatment  of  pre-school  children,  and  as  soon  as 
premises  and  staff  are  available  this  will  be  extended  to  the  other 
priority  classes — expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 

Typical  of  modern  trends  is  the  decreased  number  of  births  during 
the  year,  and  the  very  much  smaller  proportion  of  confinements 
which  took  place  at  home.  With  the  co-ordinated  nursing  service  in 
Peeblesshire,  this  decrease  in  maternity  work  has  allowed  the  nurses 
to  devote  more  time  to  Home  Nursing  in  its  broad  sense,  including 
the  care  of  elderly  and  infirm  people.  As  a result,  the  number  of 
Home  Nursing  cases  has  increased  from  524  to  694.  The  expansion 
is  seen  even  more  clearly  in  the  number  of  visits  which  increased  from 
5,944  in  1948  to  9,495  in  1949  and  to  14,094  in  1950. 

This  year  has  seen  a beginning  made  with  a Domestic  Help  Service.  * 
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The  number  of  Helps  employed  is  small  but  except  in  the  West 
Linton  area,  has  been  adequate  to  meet  the  demand,  and  their  work 
has  been  very  greatly  appreciated. 

Jn  the  realm  of  infectious  disease,  the  only  anxiety  has  been  in 
connection  with  tuberculosis.  The  incidence  still  remained  high,  but 
by  dealing  with  overcrowding,  by  X-ray  of  contacts,  by  skin  testing  of 
contact  children  and  subsequent  protection  by  B.C.G.  where  re- 
quired, and  by  arranging  for  a visit  of  the  Mobile  Mass  Radiography 
Unit,  active  steps  are  being  taken  to  combat  this  as  effectively  as 
possible.  Very  considerable  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  Tuber- 
culosis Physicians  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  not  only  in  the 
field  work,  but  in  obtaining  hospital  admission  to  a much  greater 
extent  than  was  formerly  possible.  Whereas  in  December  1949  we 
had  6 patients  in  hospital,  at  the  end  of  1950  we  had  16. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Staff  and,  in  this  instance  of  the  Govern- 
ment Departments,  in  encouraging  the  formation  of  tubercle  free 
herds  has  also  been  most  helpful.  Under  the  proposed  national 
plan  for  the  eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis  it  is  hoped  to  have 
Peeblesshire  an  eradication  area  before  1953.  With  one  third  of  the 
cattle  still  to  be  attested  there  is  a lot  of  work  remaining,  but  it  is 
worth  noting  that  this  year  again  all  biological  samples  from  unde- 
signated dairy  herds  were  free  from  tuberculosis  infection. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  carried  further  for  improved 
supervision  of  slaughterhouses.  In  the  latter  half  of  the  year  it  was 
arranged  that  Mr  Wilson  of  Eddleston  should  be  appointed  meat 
inspector  for  Peebles  slaughterhouse  and  Mr  Peggie  of  Biggar,  meat 
inspector  for  Broughton  slaughterhouse,  where  of  course  the  sole 
trade  is  in  sheep.  Detention  work  in  both  instances  is  in  the  care  of 
the  County  Sanitary  staff. 

The  increased  number  of  houses  built  and  occupied  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  is  most  encouraging.  In  addition,  action  has 
been  commenced  to  tackle  the  growing  difficulty  of  unsightly  and 
ill-sited  temporary  dwellings  in  various  parts  of  the  County. 

From  the  foregoing  it  may  be  seen  that  while  there  is  still  much  to 
be  done,  we  can  look  back  on  a year  of  considerable  progress.  Credit 
for  this  must  in  the  first  place  be  given  to  the  County  Council  and  the 
various  Committees  who  have  made  possible  and  wholeheartedly 
supported  the  measures  proposed,  and  secondly  to  all  the  members  of 
the  County  and  Burgh  staffs  who  have  given  their  assistance  so  wil- 
lingly in  facilitating  and  carrying  out  the  work.  It  is  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  that  I express  the  thanks  of  the  staff  of  the  Health 
Department  to  all  these  individuals  for  making  our  work  a pleasure 
during  the  year. 


Health  Department, 

10  Drumsheugh  Gardens, 
Edinburgh,  3. 

8th  March,  1951. 


Medical  O fficer  of  Health 


COUNTY  OF  PEEBLES. 


60  . 

VITAL  STATISTICS,  YEAR  194* 


Inner- 

Land- 

Peebles 

leithen 

Peebles 

ward 

County. 

Burgh. 

Burgh. 

Area. 

Population,  Census,  1931  .... 

15,051 

2,359 

5,853 

6,839 

Population  estimated,  1950.  .. 

15,277 

2,383 

6,056 

6,838 

Live  Births  (corrected) 

190 

25 

73 

92 

Illegitimate  Births  (corrected) 

4 

— 

1 

3 

Still  Births  (corrected) 

9 

3 

1 

5 

Deaths  (corrected)  

201 

34 

87 

80 

Infantile  Deaths  (corrected) 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Marriages  Registered 

97 

12 

55 

30 

BIRTH 

AND  DEATH  RATES. 

(Landward  and  Burghal)  per  1,000  of  Population. 

1950. 

1949. 

Scotland* 

Birth  Rate  (corrected) 

12-4 

16-8 

180 

Death  Rate  All  Causes  (corrected) 

13-2 

13-8 

12-2 

Death  Rate  Tuberculosis  (corrected) 

■46 

•46 

•36 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  Births 

21-0 

360 

370 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

45-0 

160 

250 

* Excluding  Large  Burghs. 


Ages  at  Death. 


Number  of  Deaths  in  the  various  age  groups  during  1950. 


Peebles 

Innerleithen 

Peebles 

Landward 

County. 

Burgh. 

Burgh. 

Area. 

Under  1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1—4  

2 

1 

— 

1 

J 7 

10—14  









15—24  

2 

1 

— 

1 

25—34  

3 

— 

— 

3 

35—44  

7 

1 

2 

4 

45—54  

12 

3 

5 

4 

55—64  

27 

4 

14 

9 

65—74  

60 

15 

27 

18 

75—84  

66 

7 

30 

29 

85  and  over 

18 

1 

8 

9 

All  Ages  .... 

201 

34 

87 

80 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  classified  according  to 

Under 
1 week 

age  groups: — 

1 to  4 1 to  3 

weeks  months 

3 to  6 
months 

6 to  12 
months 

Total 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

I 

— 

1 

2 

Prematurity  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Accident  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

4 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Tuberculosis  other  forms  

Syphilis  and  its  sequelae  

Typhoid  Fever  (including  Para-typhoid} 

Dysentery  all  forms  

Scarlet  Fever  and  Streptococcal  Sore  Throat 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough  

Meningococcal  Infections  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles  .j 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

Malignant  Neoplasms  

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  .... 

Diabetes  Mellitus  

Anaemias  

Other  General  Diseases 

Vascular  Lesions  affecting  central  Nervou 

System  

Non-Meningococcal  Meningitis 
Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Rheumatic  Fever  

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 
Arteriosclerotic  and  Degenerative  Heart  D 

ease  

Other  Diseases  of  Heart  

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Hypertension  without  Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  

Influenza 

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

Appendicitis  

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Gastritis  and  Duodenitis  

Diarrhoea  (except  of  newborn) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

Other  Diseases  of  Genito  Urinary  System 
Puerperal  Sepsis  including  Post-Abortive  Sepsi 

Other  Puerperal  causes 

Diseases  of  Skin  and  Organs  of  Locomotion 

Congenital  Malformations  

Birth  Injuries,  Post  Natal  Asphyxia  an 

Atelectasis  

Pneumonia  of  the  Newborn  

Diarrhoea  of  the  Newborn  

Other  Infections  of  the  Newborn 
Other  Diseases  peculiar  to  early  Infancy 

Senility  

Cause  ill-defined  and  unknown 

Suicide  

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 
Other  Road  Transport  Accident: 

Other  Violence  

All  Causes 
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Peebles 

County 

6 

I 

I 


73 

3 

4 
3 
6 
1 
6 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 
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Inner- 

leithen 

Burgh 

2 


2 

27 

1 

1 

1 

2 

21 


2 — 


14 


Peebles 

Burgh 

1 


2 

11 

1 


1 

12 

1 

1 

31 

3 
1 

2 

T 

4 

3 

1 


Land- 

ward 

3 

1 

1 


10 

1 

1 


6 

4 

1 

28 

2 

3 


201 


34 


87 


80 


A. -LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  FUNCTIONS. 
I. — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 


Nursing  Establishment. 

The  Centres  and  duties  of  nurses  are  as  follows: — 


Area. 

No. 

of  Nurses. 

Mid- 

Duties. 

Horne  Health 

School 

West  Linton 

1 

wifery. 

Nursing. 

Visiting. 

Nursing. 

Broughton 

1 

>* 

n 

»> 

»> 

Innerleithen 

1 

)) 

>» 

Walkerburn 

1 

ji 

Peebles 

2 

— 

Peebles 

!!!!  I 

— 

— 

»» 

>» 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

No  such  Clinics  are  held  in  the  County. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

(a)  The  following  Clinics  were  provided  by  the  Local  Authority: — 
Peebles. — In  the  County  Buildings  on  Tuesdays  from  2 p.m. 
to  4 p.m. 

Innerleithen. — In  the  Reading  Room  of  the  Liberal  Club  on 
the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  of  each  month  from  2 p.m. 
to  4 p.m. 

West  Linton.- — In  the  Community  Centre  on  the  second  and 
fourth  Thursday  of  each  month  from  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


Inner-  West 

Peebles.  leithen.  Linton 

Openings  during  year  ....  51  24  23 

Average  number  in  attendance  per  Clinic  ....  22  40  9 

(a)  Number  of  children  attending — 

1.  Under  one  year  ....  62  51  21 

2.  Over  one  year  78  45  23 

(b)  Total  number  of  attendances  of  children— 

1.  Under  one  year  ....  510  475  102 

2.  Over  one  year  ....  626  458  115 


(b)  No  Clinics  were  provided  by  Voluntary  Bodies. 

Government  Scheme  for  Distribution  of  Free  or  Cheap  Milk 
and  Vitamin  Preparations. 

National  Dried  Milk  and  Vitamin  preparations  are  distributed  by 
the  Health  Visitors  and  at  the  following  Centres: — 

Peebles — Food  Office — Monday  and  Friday,  9 a.m. — 4.45  p.m.,  Saturday, 
9 a.m. — 1 1.45  a.m.  Child  Welfare  Clinic — Tuesday,  2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 
Innerleithen — Child  Welfare  Clinic — 2nd  and  4th  Thursday,  2 p.m. — 4 p.m. 
Walkerburn — Public  School — 2nd  Thursday  of  each  month.  2.30  p.m. — 4 p.m. 
West  Linton — District  Council  Office— each  Tuesday,  2 p.m. — 4.30  p.m. 
Stobo — Post  Office — Daily. 

Traquair — Post  Office— Daily. 
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Vitamin  preparations  only  are  available  from: — 

Drumelzier — Post  Office — Daily. 

Eddleston — Post  Office — Daily. 

Tweedsmuir— Mrs  Thorburn,  The  Inch,  9 a.m. — 5 p.m.  Daily. 

The  number  of  persons  in  receipt  of  free  and  cheap  milk  varies 
from  time  to  time,  but  the  total  numbers  during  the  year  were: 
Free  milk,  nil;  Cheap  milk,  98.  Figures  for  the  number  receiving 
vitamin  preparations  were  not  available  this  year. 

Special  Treatment  Centres. 

No  mothers  were  given  special  treatment  during  the  year. 

(I)  Teeth. 

Report  by  Mr  R.  P.  Neilson,  L.D.S. 

It  is  gratifying  to  see  an  increasing  demand  for  dental  inspection 
and  treatment  of  children  of  pre-school  age,  the  numbers  having  been 
trebled  over  the  previous  year.  Nevertheless,  one  still  feels  that  the 
number  of  “under  fives”  coming  forward — particularly  from  areas 
outwith  the  Burgh  of  Peebles — can  only  represent  a very  small  pro- 
portion of  those  children  who  actually  require  dental  attention,  even 
allowing  for  part  of  the  demand  being  met  privately.  Intensification 
of  propaganda  in  this  direction  might  be  desirable  but  some  “soft 
pedalling”  would  be  necessary  to  avoid  overloading  a depleted  staff 
and  the  possible  adverse  effect  on  the  school  dental  service. 

Dental  inspection  and  treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 
has  not  yet  been  found  possible,  but  that  important  branch  of  the 
work  will  be  included  whenever  the  new  centres  and  equipment  are 
available,  and  the  staffing  situation  adjusted  for  that  purpose. 


Inspection. 

Examined. 

Referred  for  Treatment 

Age  2 

12 

11 

3 

16 

16 

4 

19 

18 

47 

45 

Treatment. 

First  Visits 45 

Second  Visits  13 

Attendances 62 

Fillings  ' 37 

Extractions  20 

Local  Anaesthetics  17 

Silver  Nitrate  (Howes)  26 

Teeth  Trimmed  38 

Prophylactic  Cleaning  10 

Dressings  42 

Sessions  devoted  to  Inspection  and  Treatment  9 


(2)  Eyes. 

Pre-School  Children  Referred  for  Visual  Defect. 


Atten- 

Refused 

Glasses 

No 

Cases 

Own 

ded 

Examin- 

pre- 

Glasses 

Referred 

Oculist 

Clinic 

ation 

scribed 

prescribed 

9 

— 

8 

— 

1 

7 

10 


(3)  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat — Intimation  was  received  from  the  Hospital  Board 

that  7 pre-school  children  had  tonsils  and  adenoids  removed. 

(4)  Other  Ailments — No  information  available  as  to  children  treated. 

(5)  Ultra-Violet  Light  Treatment — No  children  treated. 

(6)  Orthopedic — One  pre-school  child  was  admitted  to  Princess  Margaret  Rose 

Hospital. 

(7)  Speech — One  pre-school  child  was  referred  to  the  Speech  Therapist. 

Mother  and  Baby  Homes. 

There  are  no  such  Homes  in  the  County. 

Residential  Nurseries  and  Children’s  Homes. 

There  are  no  such  Homes  in  the  County. 


II. — Midwifery  Service. 

(i)  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year — that 
is  before  correction  for  mother’s  residence: 

Live  Births,  161;  Still  Births,  3.  Total  164. 


(ii)  Total  number  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  in  institutions  (including 
private  maternity  homes),  133. 

(iii)  Total  number  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  at  home,  31  (2  sets 
twins). 


(iv)  Number  of  births  in  (iii)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance 
at  birth  : — 

Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23  (2)  of  the 

National  Health  Service  Other  domiciliary 
(Scotland)  Act,  1 947  cases 


I. 


Doctor  Doctor  Mid- 

engaged  engaged  wife  Midwife 

and  and  not  alone  Doctor  alone  Without 

present  present  (no  and  (no  doctor 

at  at  doctor  Mid-  doctor  or 

confine-  confine-  engag-  wife  engag-  mid- 
ment  ment  ed)  engag-  ed)  wife  Total 

ed 

Midwives  Employed  by 

(a)  Local  Authority  ....  18  9 — 1 — *1  29 

(b)  Voluntary  Organisa- 
tions   — — — — — — — 

(c)  Hospital  Boards  of 

Management  ....  — — — — — — — 


II.  Private  practising  mid- 
wives   


....  18  9 

* One  N.H.S.  Case  B.B.A. 


III.  Totals  .... 


1 


1 


29 


Domiciliary  Cases. 

Number  of  confinements — 

(a)  At  Home  

(b)  In  Hospital  

Cases  removed  to  Hospital  because  of — 

(a)  Home  conditions  

(b)  Medical  Emergency  


1950.  1949 

29  43 

3 3 

2 

3 1 


Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ....  2 

Disproportion  1 

Percentage  of  confinements  conducted  by  midwife  alone  31  % 21  % 

Percentage  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  for  medical 

reasons  9% 

Number  of  Anesthetists  called  in  

Number  of  Consultants  called  in 

Number  of  Maternity  Outfits  issued  

The  average  number  of  weeks  during  which  the  patients  were  under  observation 
was  16. 


Medical  Aid  under  Section  22  (1)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act.  1915. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the  year  under 
Section  22(1)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  by  a Midwife: — 

(a)  For  Domiciliary  Cases — 

(i)  Where  the  midwife  was  acting  alone  

(ii)  Where  the  medical  practitioner  had  arranged  to  provide 
maternity  medical  services  under  the  National  Health  Service 

(b)  For  Cases  in  Institutions 

Administration  of  Analgesics. 

(a)  Number  of  midwives  in  practice  in  the  area  qualified  to  administer  Anal- 
gesics in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board 
for  Scotland: — 

(i)  Domiciliary  6 

(ii)  In  Institutions  — 

(b)  Number  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received  their  training  during 

the  year 5 

(c)  Number  of  Sets  of  Apparatus  in  use  at  31st  December,  1950 

(d)  Number  on  order  at  31st  December,  1950  

(e)  Number  of  cases  in  which  Analgesics  were  administered  by  Mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year — 


III. — Health  Visiting. 

Number  Visited 
during  year. 


Expectant  Mothers  22 

Infants  384 

Children  (1-5  years)  809 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  56 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  40 


School  Health  Service — Follow-up  work — 

Cleanliness  

Medical  

Dental  

Vision 

Others  

Cases  visited  at  request  of  general  practitioner 
Cases  visited  at  request  of  hospital  organisation 

12 


Total  Visits. 
46 
2,384 
2.424 
241 
40 


113 

39 

16S 

6 

44 


IV. — Home  Nursing. 

(i)  Number  of  cases  attended  by  home  nurses  under  arrangements  made 

by  the  Local  Health  Authority  under  Section  25  of  the  National 
Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947  692 

(ii)  Number  of  visits  paid  by  nurses  to  these  cases  14,094 


V. — Domestic  Help. 


(i)  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year  4 

(a)  whole-time  — 

(b)  part-time  — 

(c)  Retaining  fee  basis  4 

(ii)  No.  or  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during  year  ....  18 

(iii)  No.  of  cases  in  (ii)  provided  on  account  of  confinement: — 

(a)  at  home  4 

(b)  in  hospital — 

(iv)  Average  period  of  assistance  7 weeks 


VI. — Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 


Smallpox  Vaccination. 


Under  5 

5-14 

Over  14 

Number  Vaccinated  during  1950 — 

years. 

years. 

years. 

Typical  Vaccinia  greatest  at  7th-  10th  day 

221 

15 

4 

Accelerated  Reaction  5th-7th  day 

— 

— 

— 

Greatest  Reaction  2nd-3rd  day  

1 

1 

— 

No  Local  Reaction  

27 

— 

— 

Total  

249 

16 

4 

Under  5 

5-14 

Over  14 

Number  Re- Vaccinated  during  1950 — 

years. 

years. 

years. 

Typical  Vaccinia  greatest  at  7th- 1 0th  day 

2 

24 

97 

Accelerated  Reaction  5th-7th  day  

1 

2 

24 

Greatest  Reaction  2nd-3rd  day  

— 

5 

30 

No  Local  Reaction  

1 

15 

50 

Total  

4 

46 

201 

Percentage  Vaccinated  of  those  resident  in  County 
at  end  of  1950  

6 mths.- 
5 years. 
91-5 

85 

482  Records  were  returned  by  General  Practitioners. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Under  5 

5-14 

Over  14 

years. 

years. 

years. 

Number  immunised  during  1950  

211 

21 

— 

Number  given  maintenance  injection  during  1950 

138 

113 

i 

Number  of  confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  in  1950  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  1950 

— 

— 

— 

Percentage  immunised  of  those  resident  in  the 
County  at  end  of  1950  

1-5  years 
93-5 

93 

Records  for  334  children  were  returned  by  General  Practitioners. 
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Tuberculosis  Vaccination  with  B.C.G. 

Year  1950. 


I. — Number  of  contacts  tuberculin  tested  under  the  B.C.G.  Vaccination  Scheme. 


Result  Under  1 
M F 
Positive  • — — 
Negative  — 2 


Age  Groups  (in  years). 

Total 

land  5 and  10  and  15  and  20  tests 
under  5 under  10  under  15  under  2C  and  over  performed 
MF  MFMFMFMF  MF 

— I 23  48—  — — — 6 12 

— 2 72  36—  — — — 10  12 


Total  —2  — 3 95  7 14  — — — — 16  24 

IT. — B.C.G.  Vaccinations  performed. 


Tuberculin 

Negative 

Successfully 

tested 

re-actors 

vaccinated 

Group. 

M F 

M F 

M F 

(a)  Nurses  

— — 

— — 

— — 

(b)  Medical  Students 

— — 

— — 

— — 

(c)  Contacts 

— — 

— — 

— — 

(d)  Others  

— — 

— — 

— — 

VII. — Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 
Tuberculosis. 

The  trend  of  notifications  since  1935  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 

1935-1939  1940-1944. 

Av.  Av.  1945.  1946.  1947.  1948.  1949.  1950. 

Respiratory  ....  6 11  21  18  11  18  18  18 

Non-Respiratory  5 6 996364 

Total...  11  17  30  27  17  21  24  22 


Although  two  respiratory  cases  were  not  confirmed,  this  year’s 
figures  show  that  the  high  incidence  has  been  maintained. 


Number  of  Persons  Resident  in  the  Area  at  31st  December,  1950, 
who  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 


Confirmed 

in  1950. 

Total  knowi  Cases  in  Area. 

Area. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Landward 

4 

3 

12 

6 

Peebles  

8 

— 

18 

8 

Innerleithen 

4 

1 

10 

2 

Total.. 

16 

4 

40 

16 

14 


5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

Age  Group 

Under  under  under  under  under 

under  under 

up- 

(in  years) 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

65 

wards  Total 

Respiratory. 

Confirmed  1950 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 1 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

— 

? 

— 

5 

Total  in  Area 

M. 







4 

4 

4 

6 

4 

22 

31/12/50 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8 

3 

3 

— 

18 

Non-Respiratory. 

Confirmed  1950 

M. 

1 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

F. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Total  in  Area. 

M. 

1 

2 



2 



2 

1 



8 

31/12/50. 

F. 

— ' 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

2 

1 

8 

Particulars  of  persons  who  died  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  Area  during 

the  \ear.  Respiratory.  Non-Respiratory. 

Number  of  persons  who  died  from  tuber-  Males.  Females.  Males.  Females. 


culosis  

3 

4 

— 1 

Of  whom — 

Not  notified  or  notified  only  at  or  after  death 

1 

— 

— 1 

Notified  less  than  one  month  before  death  .... 

— 

— 

— — 

Notified  from  1 to  3 months  before  death 

— 

— 

— — 

Notified  from  3 to  6 months  before  death  .... 

— 

— 

— — 

Notified  from  6 to  12  months  before  death 

1 

1 

— — 

Notified  from  1 to  2 years  before  death 

— 

1 

— — 

Notified  over  2 years  before  death 

1 

2 

— — 

Number  who  died  within  28  days  after  dis- 

charge from  an  institution  

— 

— 

— — 

Number  who  died  more  than  28  days  after 

discharge  from  an  institution 

— 

— 

— — 

Sanatoria. 

Discharged 

In  Sanatoria  Admitted 

or  died 

In  Sanatoria 

on  1st  Jan.  during 

during 

on  31st  Dec. 

East  Fortune  Hospital.  1950 

1950 

1950 

1950 

Males  2 

7 

1 

8 

Females  2 

4 

2 

4 

Bangour  Hospital  Group. 

Males  1 

1 

1 

1 

Females  — 

1 

1 

— 

Children  — 

1 

— 

! 

Astley  Ainslie  Hospital. 

Male  — 

1 

1 

— 

City  Hospital. 

Female  1 

— 

— 

1 

Cowglen  Hospital. 

Male  — 

1 

— 

1 

Total. 

Males  3 

10 

3 

10 

Females  3 

5 

3 

5 

Children  — 

1 

— 

1 

6 

16 

6 

16 

The  Waiting  List  at  the  end  of  year  comprised: — 
Males.  Females. 

— 2 


Children. 

1 


15 


Housing. 


Overcrowded  tuberculosis  families 


Peebles  Landward  

December,  1950. 

• Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 

1 2 

Peebles  Burgh  

4 

1 

Innerleithen  Burgh  .... 

4 

— 

9 

3 

Jn  the  Landward  area  there  are  in  addition  two  respiratory  cases 
in  “tied”  houses  where  the  overcrowding  has  been  relieved  by  the 
provision  of  shelters.  One  non-respiratory  case  is  in  a “tied”  house. 

In  Peebles  Burgh  the  non-respiratory  case  is  an  owner-occupier 
and  one  of  the  respiratory  cases  is  unwilling  to  move. 

Of  the  four  Innerleithen  cases  two  are  unwilling  to  move. 

A further  shelter  is  available  if  a suitable  case  arises. 

VIII. — Infectious  Diseases. 


The  following  confirmed  cases  occurred  during  the  year: — 


Land- 

ward 

Peebles 

Inner- 

leithen 

Total 

Cases  not 
admitted  to 

Total 

Area 

Burgh 

Burgh 

1950 

Hospital 

1949 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Pvrexia  .... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

1 

5 

— 

17 

Whooping  Cough 

19 

1 

2 

22 

22 

* 

Total  .... 

22 

3 

3 

28 

23 

18 

* Not  notifiable. 


Two  cases  were  admitted  to  the  City  Hospital  and  3 to  Galashiels 
Hospital. 


Venereal  Diseases. 


Patients  attend  for  consultation  and  treatment  at  the  Royal  In- 
firmary, Edinburgh,  where  they  may  be  admitted  to  special  wards  for 
in-treatment  if  necessary. 

Examination  of  specimens  is  carried  out  at  the  Infirmary 
Laboratory. 

Medical  Practitioners  in  the  County  are  supplied  with  the  necessary 
outfits  for  taking  specimens,  which  are  sent  to  the  Clinical  Pathologist. 
Pathological  Laboratory,  Royal  Infirmary.  Edinburgh. 


Cases  Attending  Centre. 

Approx. 

S.  G.  SS.  N.S.D.  Nil.  Total  Grand  Attend-  No.  Still 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  Total  ances.  attendine. 

1950  2 1 6 2 — — 3 1 5 3 16  7 23  197  15 

1949  1 1 3 — — — 5 4 7 5 16  10  26  174  16 


Admissions  to  Hospital  .... 
Number  of  days  in  Hospital 


1950. 

Males.  Females.  Total 
5—5 
75  25  100 

16 


1949. 

Males.  Females.  Total 
3—3 
56  — 56 


IX. — Mental  Health  Service. 

No  special  arrangements  exist  in  the  County  in  connection  with 
mental  disability  in  the  pre-certification  stages.  It  is  hoped  that  at  a 
reasonably  early  date  facilities  will  be  available  for  psychiatric 
examination  of  both  adults  and  children. 

One  male  mental  defective  was  boarded  out  with  a private  guardian 
and  one  female  defective  was  awaiting  admission  to  Institution. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  in  Rosslynlee  Hospital  during  the 
year  was  as  follows: — 

Admitted  10 

Discharged  6 

Died  6 

Remaining  af  31/12/50  41 

X. — Nurseries  and  Child-Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948. 

There  wrere  no  applications  received  during  the  year  either  for 
registration  of  premises  or  child-minders. 

B.— SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

The  Report  on  School  Health  Services  is  issued  separately. 


C.— FOOD  SUPPLY. 

I. — Milk. 

The  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  as  follows: — 

A.  At  Farms. 


Certified 

Tuberculin  Tested  Ordinary 

Total 

20 

315 

138 

473 

Certified — 

No.  of  Producers 

....  3 

No.  of  Samples  20 

Original  Samples 

....  16 

Satisfactory  ....  13 

Unsatisfactory 

3 

Repeat  Samples 

....  4 

„ 3 

»» 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested— 

No.  of  Producers 

....  50 

No.  of  Samples  315 

Original  Samples 

....  265 

Satisfactory  ..  . 225 

Unsatisfactory 

40 

Repeat  Samples 

50 

28 

v > 

22 

Ordinary — 

No.  of  Producers 

...  23 

No.  of  Samples  138 

Original  Samples 

128 

Satisfactory  109 

Unsatisfactory 

19 

Repeat  Samples 

10 

9 

*» 

1 

. At  Schools. 

No.  of  Schools 

....  18 

No.  of  Suppliers  6 

No.  of  Samples 

....  54 

Satisfactory  ....  42 

Unsatisfactory 

12 

. At  Dairy  Shops. 

No.  of  Shops 

....  8 

No.  of  Samples 

....  58 

Satisfactory  40 

Unsatisfactory 

18 

D.  Butter-Fat  Samples. 

35 — All  satisfactory. 

E.  Biological  Samples  (Undesignated  Producers). 

22 — All  satisfactory. 
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The  Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test  is  carried  out  in  a small  milk 
laboratory  installed  and  equipped  in  the  County  Buildings  instead  of 
the  samples  being  sent  to  Edinburgh.  Samples  for  Bacteriological 
purposes  continue  to  go  to  the  University  Laboratory. 

Certified  Producers. 

No.  of  Licences  at  1st  January,  1950  = 3 

31st  December,  1950  = 3 

Good  results  have  been  obtained  from  all  producers  throughout  the 
year.  During  the  month  of  June,  one  producer  had  two  very  un- 
satisfactory results  due  to  the  employment  of  unsuitable  dairy 
workers.  These  persons  were  dismissed  as  soon  as  their  methods, 
etc.,  were  revealed.  Since  then  the  manager  of  the  farm  has  taken 
over  the  work  and  samples  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Producers. 

No.  of  Licences  at  1st  January,  1950  = 45 

31st  December,  1950  = 50 

Two  new  producers  qualified  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Licences.  Three 
“Ordinary”  producers  were  up-graded  to  “Tuberculin  Tested,”  and 
one  was  qualifying  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  a Tuberculin  Tested 
Licence.  Four  farms  have  changed  hands  and  each  new  owner,  or 
occupier,  qualified  for  a Tuberculin  Tested  Licence.  Samples  from 
twenty-three  producers  have  given  consistently  good  results.  Ten 
producers  have  had  fairly  satisfactory  results,  each  with  one  sample 
below  the  standard.  Seventeen  producers  have  had  inconsistent 
results  each  with  more  than  one  unsatisfactory  sample.  No  pro- 
ducer was  brought  before  the  Health  Committee. 

Standard  Producers. 

No  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Ungraded  Producers. 

No.  of  Producers  at  1st  January,  1950  = 23 

31st  December,  1950  = 22 

One' producer  qualified  for  a Tuberculin  Tested  Licence  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  Two  new  producers  were  registered  and  each 
subsequently  qualified  for  a Tuberculin  Tested  Licence.  One  pro- 
ducer is  now  qualifying  for  a Tuberculin  Tested  Licence. 

Samples  taken  at  eleven  farms  have  proved  very  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year.  Six  producers  each  had  one  unsatisfactory' 
sample  and  five  producers  each  had  two  or  more  samples  which 
failed  to  comply  with  the  standard.  The  samples  were  tested  by  the 
Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test  at  the  Laboratory,  Peebles.  Two 
samples  from  each  producer  were  also  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  at  Edinburgh  University. 
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Samples  from  twenty  producers  were  tested  for  Bacillus  Tuber- 
culosis and  all  proved  negative.  Two  producers  were  sampled  twice 
during  the  year. 

Dairy  Shops. 

Seven  shops  and  one  producer  retailer  supply  milk  to  customers 
throughout  the  County  and  Burghs.  Three  are  supplied  with  bot- 
tled milk  for  distribution  from  Co-operative  creameries.  Of  the 
fifty-eight  samples  taken  during  the  year  only  one  retailer  had  con- 
sistently satisfactory  samples.  One  “Certified"  retail  sample,  taken 
from  a Co-operative  Society,  failed  to  comply  with  the  standard. 
After  notification  to  the  Local  Authority  concerned  the  following 
samples  proved  very  satisfactory.  Two  retailers  had  two  unsatis- 
factory samples,  the  producer  retailer  had  one  unsatisfactory  sample, 
and  one  retailer  had  several  failures  in  the  month  of  August.  The 
trouble  was  traced  to  one  of  his  several  suppliers,  who,  on  being 
visited  at  the  farm  and  advised  of  the  likely  cause  of  the  trouble, 
soon  had  the  fault  rectified.  Two  suppliers  (one  of  which  supplies  2 
shops)  had  very  inconsistent  results.  The  authorities  concerned 
were  notified. 


Schools. 

Fifty-four  samples  were  taken  at  eighteen  schools  in  the  County 
and  Burghs.  Six  dairymen  supply  these  schools.  Twelve  samples 
proved  unsatisfactory — eight  from  one  supplier  and  four  from 
another.  Two  schools  are  not  supplied  with  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
and  these  exceptions,  supplied  with  Ungraded  milk,  were  sampled 
for  a biological  test  which  proved  negative. 


Attested  Herds. 


At  December  31st,  43  per  cent,  of  the  cattle  in  Scotland  (totalling 
1,568,570)  were  attested.  The  percentage  in  1949  was  38.3  and  the 
latest  statement  of  the  position  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
shows  the  continued  progress  along  the  path  to  complete  eradication 
of  tuberculosis  in  the  Scottish  beef  and  dairy  herds.  Of  the  6,709,994 
cattle  in  England  at  December  31st,  16.9  per  cent,  were  attested 
compared  with  13.1  per  cent,  a year  ago.  The  percentage  of  attested 
cattle  in  the  Welsh  herds  was  32.2  against  28.7  a year  ago. 

The  percentage  for  Great  Britain  as  a whole  is  22.9  compared  with 
19.00  in  1949. 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  the  Scottish  Counties: — 


County 

Aberdeen 

Angus 

Argyll 

Ayr 

Banff 

Berwick  .... 
Bute 

Caithness 

Clackmannan 


Percentage 


Total  Cattle 

Attested 
1950  1949 

224,228 

100 

7-7 

66,445 

200 

16  8 

62,415 

390 

31-8 

150,861 

920 

88-9 

54,644 

8-9 

6-6 

34.582 

120 

101 

10,509 

92-6 

92-4 

26,749 

14-9 

14-2 

4.647 

48-5 

41-9 

19 


Percentage 


County 

Total  Cattle 

Attested 

1950 

1949 

Dumfries 

102,204 

820 

73-7 

Dumbarton 

16,608 

78-7 

70-2 

East  Lothian 

16,065 

26-9 

22-4 

Fife  

62,843 

39-8 

33-5 

Inverness 

52,346 

8-9 

7-4 

Kincardine 

37,742 

14  6 

11-8 

Kinross  

8,891 

43-4 

37-4 

Kirkcudbright  .... 

73,438 

80-2 

720 

Lanark  

92,892 

80-6 

73-6 

Midlothian 

24,637 

49-1 

41-0 

Moray  

29,306 

15-2 

13-2 

Nairn  

8,035 

220 

17-1 

Orkney  

48,598 

9-5 

6-6 

Peebles  

1 1 ,475 

66  0 

58-5 

Perth  

91,755 

21  0 

16-5 

Renfrew  ... 

30,721 

72-8 

67-4 

Ross-shire 

39,618 

8-5 

5-5 

Roxburgh 

34,948 

16-5 

11-2 

Selkirk  

6,117 

31-5 

24  1 

Stirling  

40,645 

54-5 

48-2 

Sutherland 

9,878 

8-2 

7-1 

West  Lothian 

15,281 

54-0 

42-2 

Wigtown 

71,953 

77-0 

69-6 

Zetland  

7,494 

100-0 

100-0 

Scotland 

1,568,570 

43-0 

38-3 

Great  Britain 

9,263,945 

22-9 

19-0 

II. — Ice  Cream. 

The  following  is  a note  of  the  position  at  the  end  of  1950. 

Manufacturer 

Retailer 

1.  Registration. 

-Retailer 

only 

(a)  Number  of  certificates  of  registration  in  force  at 

1st  January,  1950  

4 , 

12 

(b)  Number  of  applications  for  registration  considered 
during  1950,  including  those  carried  over  from 

1949  

1 

4 

(i)  Number  granted  

' 

4 

(ii)  Number  refused  

— 

— 

(iii)  Number  withdrawn  by  applicant 

— 

— 

(iv)  Number  still  not  disposed  of  at  31/1 2'50  .... 

2 

— 

(c)  Number  of  certificates  of  registration  cancelled 

during  1950  

— 

— 

2.  Appeals  to  Sheriff. 

(a)  Number  of  appeals  lodged  during  1950  by  appli- 

cants  for  registration  

— 

— 

(b)  Number  of  (i)  Dismissed 

— 

— 

(ii)  Sustained 

— 

— 

(iii)  Not  yet  determined 

— 

— 

3.  Unregistered. 

(Wrapped  ice  cream  only)  

— 

14 

4.  Registered  by  Other  Local  Authorities.. 

(Distributors  of  ready-made  ice  cream — either  wrap- 

ped  or  in  containers)  

— 

9 

20 


5.  Sampling  to  31st  December.  1950. 
Bacteriological — 

Number  of  samples  taken  (satisfactory)  .... 

(unsatisfactory) 

Chemical — 

Number  of  samples  taken  (satisfactory)  .... 

(unsatisfactory) 


Wrapped  Unwrapped 


28 

22 

4 

5 

15 

13 

III.- — Meat  and  Other  Foods. 


Routine  sampling  of  food  supplies  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act,  1928  and  the  P.H.  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food) 
Regs.  (Scot.)  was  carried  out  during  the  year.  51  official  and  10  test 
samples  were  taken,  all  being  reported  genuine.  5 cwts.  1 qr. 
approximately  of  food  were  condemned  during  the  year. 

Slaughtering  operations  were  conducted  in  the  Public  Slaughter- 
house in  Peebles  Burgh  and  in  Broughton  Slaughterhouse.  The 
animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  numbered: — 

Cattle  Sheep  Pigs  Calves 

Peebles  ....  669  2994  50  67 

Broughton  ....  — 42,561  — 

14  cattle,  4 calf,  30  sheep,  and  1 pig  carcases  were  condemned,  along 
with  approximately  125  cwts.  of  part  carcases,  offals  and  other 
organs. 

The  average  weight  of  meat  and  offal  seized  per  animal  slaughtered 
was : — 

Oxen  Sheep  Pigs  Calves 

Peebles  ....  24-2  lbs.  0-56  lbs.  6-3  lbs.  3-4  lbs. 

Broughton  ....  — 0 05  lbs.  — — 


Peebles  Broughton 

Visits  by  Detention  Officer  ....  242  126 

Veterinary  Inspector  ....  31  20  (15th  Nov. -3 1st  Dec.) 

The  Slaughterhouses  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


IV. — Food  Poisoning. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  during  the  year. 


V. — Nutrition. 

No  special  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  the  general  nutrition  of 
the  population  during  the  year.  Despite  the  general  difficulties 
arising  from  short  supply  the  nutrition  of  the  community  as  a whole 
continued  to  be  satisfactory. 


D .—MISCELLANEOUS . 

Welfare  of  Blind  Persons. 

Ascertainment  and  supervision  of  blind  persons  is  carried  out  by 
the  Edinburgh  and  South-East  Scotland  Society  for  Teaching  the 
Blind  to  Read  at  their  Own  Homes. 

Age  Group  (years)  0-4  5-15  16-29  30-39  40-49  50-69  70+  Total 

Registered  in  1950  M.  * — — — — — — 2 2 

F.  — — — — — 1 1 2 

Total  on  Register  M.  — — — 1 3 3 411 

at  31/12/50  F.  — 2 — — 3 6 6 17 
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The  blind  girls  under  16  years  of  age  are  mentally  normal  and  are  in 
attendance  at  the  Blind  Institution. 

Two  male  adults  are  employed  in  workshops  in  Institutions  for  the 
Blind,  and  one  female  adult  outwith  a Blind  Institution. 

Aged  and  Infirm. 

Ambulant  cases  can  be  admitted  to  Eildon  View  Home,  Galashiels. 
The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  Peeblesshire  cases  treated 


during  the  year: — 

M.  F.  Total 

1.  Total  number  of  admissions  4 — 4 

2.  Total  number  of  discharges  4 — 4 

3.  Total  number  of  deaths  

4.  In  residence  at  31st  December,  1950  3 3 6 

5.  Number  of  beds  occupied— 

(a)  Average  during  year  6 

fb)  Highest  8 

(c)  Lowest 6 


Hospitals. 

1.  General. 

General  cases  are  admitted  to  the  War  Memorial  Hospital  which 
has  seventeen  beds  for  this  purpose. 

' 2.  Infectious  Disease. 

Infectious  disease  cases  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  County  are 
taken  to  Galashiels  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  and  those  from  the 
west  to  the  City  Hospital,  Edinburgh. 

3.  Chronic  Sick. 

These  are  admitted  to  Kingsland  Hospital,  Peebles,  which  has 
twenty  beds. 

4.  Sanatoria. 

There  are  no  sanatoria  in  the  County,  cases  of  tuberculosis  now 
being  admitted  to  East  Fortune  Hospital. 

5.  Maternity. 

Cases  are  admitted  principally  to  the  War  Memorial  Hospital, 
Peebles,  which  has  eleven  maternity  beds. 

6.  Children. 

There  are  no  such  Homes  or  Hospitals  in  the  County. 

7.  Convalescent  Homes. 

There  are  no  such  Homes  in  the  County. 

Registration  of  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  two  Registered  Nursing  Homes  in  the  County.  They 
have  a maximum  capacity  of  eight  patients  and  are  well  conducted. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  are  two  ambulances  in  the  County,  one  being  stationed  in 
Peebles  Burgh  and  the  other  at  West  Linton. 
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Health  Education. 

This  year  Health  Education  was  limited  to  personal  talks  by  the 
medical,  dental,  and  nursing  staffs  as  opportunity  offered. 


E.— GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Water  Supply. 

The  question  of  the  adequacy  of  the  water  supply  throughout  the 
County  and  in  the  Burghs  received  considerable  attention  during  the 
year.  In  the  Landward  area  negotiations  with  the  Department  of 
Health  regarding  the  proposed  water  supply  scheme  to  Newlands  and 
West  Linton  were  continued.  A comprehensive  supply  to  the  village 
of  Drumelzier  was  completed.  Several  private  supplies  were  de- 
veloped with  assistance  of  grant  from  the  Department  of  Health. 
The  continued  need  for  increased  storage  and  filtration  for  the 
Peebles  Burgh  supply  was  stressed. 

Drainage  and  Rivers  Pollution. 

Negotiations  were  continued  for  the  replacement  of  the  existing 
inefficient  sewage  disposal  works  at  West  Linton.  Improvements 
were  effected  in  the  Skirling  and  Walkerburn  sewage  systems. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 


Inspections. 

Land- 

Peebles 

Inner- 

leithen 

ward 

Burgh 

Burgh 

1 . Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities — 

(a)  Number  

1 

36 

9 

(b)  Inspections  

1 

36 

11 

(c)  Written  Notices  

— 

1 

— 

(d)  Prosecutions  

— 

— 

— 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  1,  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced — 

(a)  Number  

15 

43 

21 

(b)  Inspections  

24 

48 

32 

(c)  Written  Notices  

— 

1 

— 

(d)  Prosecutions  

— 

— 

— 

3.  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced — 

(a)  Number  

— 

3 

— 

(b)  Inspections  

— 

3 

— 

Total 


46 

48 

1 


79 

104 

1 


Defects. 

(a)  Found  2 3—5 

(b)  Remedied  7 3 — 10 

(c)  Referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  — — — — 

(d)  Referred  by  H.M.  Inspector — — — — 

(e)  Prosecutions  — — — — 


Outwork. 

Number  of  Outworkers 


23 


3 


Housing. 

The  number  of  houses  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year 
was  as  follows: — 


County  Landward  

31 

Peebles  Burgh  

56 

Innerleithen  Burgh  

24 

Total 

Ill 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  repairs  during  the  war  years  and  since  the 
condition  of  many  of  the  older  houses  has  deteriorated  considerably, 
and,  keeping  in  view  the  higher  standard  of  habitability  now  visual- 
ised, the  number  of  houses  which  will  ultimately  fall  to  be  dealt  with 
under  the  Housing  Acts  will  be  greatly  increased  in  comparison  with 
pre-war  estimates. 


